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Interim update in advance of exhibition opening on 8th June 2026

Overview 
We are very grateful to DHET for your support for this special exhibition at Dundee Museum of Transport.  The exhibition marks the 70th anniversary of Dundee’s last tram, shares memories from those who remember the tram era, and encourages visitors to see new significance in our built environment.  
The exhibition development project has included setting up an oral history programme: we have worked with an oral history specialist to gather people’s stories and the exhibition will be used as a springboard to gather more.  This is the exciting commencement of an Oral History Archive that will be a key feature of our community engagement and collection strategies in future.   We have used an interpretation specialist to ensure that we present the story of the tram is a way that will be an accessible and engaging as possible.   In both interpretation and oral history, this project has helped to up-skill our own team, which will have long-lasting impact on our work.  
Maryfield and Lochee feature throughout the exhibition, with images of these areas and beyond, highlighting their role in the tram story, and giving glimpses into lives lived in these places.  Moreover, through this project, we have made our own discoveries: we have found that the relics of a tram (in fact the only remaining Dundee electric tram) are hidden inside a shed at City Road allotments.  We believe that this makes Dundee unique in UK tramway history, as the only tram system to have surviving examples of horse, steam and electric trams.  We have now started planning work to remove and preserve these tram remains.  We also recently found that some tram rails were still hiding under our feet in Union Street.  This tram line was closed in 1919, and it was thought that all tracks had been removed.  However, small sections of rail were dug up during the transformation and pedestrianisation work currently underway. 
The exhibition opens on 8th June, and could not have been achieved without the kind support of DHET.  A full report will be provided later in the year, to include visitor feedback and impact.  The impact of this project will also extend far beyond this year, through its legacy, especially the upskilling of staff, creation of an oral history programme, and the discovery of ‘the allotment tram’.


Update on the exhibition and what the visitor will experience

The approach
· The exhibition is memory-led: the oral history project provides the ‘heart and soul’ of the experience, and where possible, stories are told by those who remember them
· All elements of the exhibition encourage the visitor to see new significance in the built environment, through engagement with tram stories
· Where possible, stories spotlight Lochee and Maryfield as key locations in the history of the city’s trams

Exhibition sections
The large objects on display are vehicles, and the interpretation provides a context which connects them to lived experience and the built environment.
· Dundee in motion:
· This section gives an overview of the tram story and the first lines
· Lochee is highlighted as one of the early lines, and the first to have steam trams
· Changing lines:
· An interactive activity, focusing on the city environment and changing tram network
· Visitors are able to view a map of modern Dundee, overlaying the tram network from three key eras
· Connecting a city:
· A memory-focused section, which highlights places and spaces, and is designed to promote reminiscence and connection
· A key story spotlights 1950s Lochee
· End of the line:
· The story of the last tram, in which Maryfield and Lochee play key roles as origin and final destination
· Where did they go?:
· This section highlights the relics of the tram era: not just the vehicles that remain, but the relics hidden in the built environment
· A key story here is that of the early electric tram remains recently found to have survived at City Road allotments
· Life on the trams:
· A look at the people who worked on the trams, with a spotlight on the trams made in Dundee (on Lochee Road)
· Maryfield tram depot: the future:
· A look at Maryfield depot in its heyday and its future once restored
· Oral history listening stations:
· Three vintage 1940s-1950s telephones allow visitors to listen to some memories of our oral history contributors, including:
· visiting Maryfield depot as a child
· modernisation, especially of the built environment, in the 1950s
· what it was like to drive a tram along Dundee’s roads in the 1950s
· Reconstructed ‘Watty Young’ tram:
· Museum volunteers have built the front end of a Dundee tram, from original technical drawings
· Onboard, visitors can view a 1926 tram map, which shows a snapshot in the city’s history, including the new housing developments on the 1920s
· Pause, explore, create:	
·  A seated area encourages visitors to pause and look in more depth at some key stories and materials:
· Dundee Corporation technical drawings from the 1920s and 1930s, including diagrams of network speeds and gradients across the city
· Newspaper cuttings from the 1950s, documenting the end of the trams, and highlighting Lochee as final destination


Programming planned for June – October

Social media promotion has already started, and also engages viewers with objects in the collection.  The ‘30 days of Maryfield’ campaign focuses on the Maryfield depot, in its 125th anniversary month.  City-wide poster marketing commences in June.  
The exhibition encourages people to share memories, and contribute to the oral history project.  Further oral history interviews will take place during the exhibition period and beyond.
We are in touch with Alzheimer’s Scotland, and will host visits from their service users.
We will work with organisations in Lochee (‘Love Lochee’, and Lochee History Society), to promote the exhibition over summer, and engage Lochee people in further contribution to the oral history project.
School engagement: schools will be engaged through visits in August-October.  We will specifically target schools in Lochee and Maryfield areas.  Visits to the exhibition will be accompanied by a tour, focusing on Lochee’s and Maryfield’s role in the tram story.


